
Notes of the Derwent 7 meeting held on 23rd March 2015 in the Keswick Quaker Meeting House at 19:00. 
 
Present: Geoff Davies (In the Chair)  
  Becx Carter- Derwent 7 Administrator  
  Jackie Knights-Keswick resident 
  Geoff Davidson-Above Derwent Parish Council 
  John Stephens- Bassenthwaite Parish Council 
  Margaret Throp- Above Derwent Parish Council 
  Marion Fitzgerald- Allerdale Borough Councillor- Boltons Ward 
  David Robinson (Lead Strategic Adviser Recreation & Sustainable Transport- LDNPA) 
  Ian Hinde- Allerdale Borough Council (Key Partnerships Officer) 
   
The meeting was quorate with representation present from at least three parishes.  
 

1. Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from Susan Leighton (Keswick Town Council), Sally Bickerdyke (St Johns, 
Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Clerk), Alan Bowness (Cumbria County Councillor), Lynda Walker (Keswick 
Town Clerk), Steven Throp (Derwent 7 Honorary Treasurer), Richard Kealey (Above Derwent Parish Council) 
 
It was agreed to move Item 8 (Finance) forward on the agenda whilst the meeting was quorate. 

 
2. Finance 
 

a) Signing of the relevant accounts for payment 
 

One item was before the meeting for signing: 
 
Keswick Quaker Meeting House- £25- Room Hire for 23/3/2015 
 
The invoice was available to view and checked by Jackie Knights, resolved by all present that the cheque be 
signed by two signatories (Jackie Knights & Becx Carter) 
 
b) Approval of balance of the bank account 
 
This was read out to the meeting by Jackie Knights and noted as £2,916.45 at 9th February 2015 
 
c) Independent examination of accounts (following financial year end) 

 
Resolved that Becx on behalf of the Derwent 7 write to the Honorary Treasurer once the year end accounts 
are produced to request that he as the constitution states organise an independent examination of the 
accounts. Becx to remind the Honorary Treasurer at this time that there is no budget for this work. The 
Independent examination of the accounts will need to be completed ready to be tabled at the Derwent 7 AGM 
on Monday 29th June 2015. 
 
Action: Clerk to complete the end of year accounts and the write to the Honorary Treasurer.  

 
3. Presentation from Dave Robinson (Lead Strategic Adviser for Recreation & Sustainable Transport for the 

LDNPA regarding the ‘See More, Travel Less’ Project 
 
Action: Clerk to forward a copy of the presentation slides to the Derwent 7 members. 
 
A summary of the presentation provided by Dave is given below: 
 

• This project is a follow on/successor to the Go Lakes Project, which between 2011 – 2015 with 
5million of funding, supported by 2million of predominately ‘in kind’ match funding, focused on 
sustainable transport for visitors to the South Lakes area.  This project looked at transport services in 
general including working with large transport operators e.g. Stagecoach, First Transpennine 
Express, Virgin Trains) to encourage people to use more sustainable methods of transport.  

• The project also worked with water bourne transport operators to encourage these as methods of 
transport as well as destination attractions. In addition significant works (including capital works) have 
been undertaken around cycling routes in the area. 

• The project included a significant focus on marketing ‘drive less, see more’ which was led by Cumbria 
Tourism. The aim being to engender a behaviour change to encourage people out of their cars. This 
project looked at encouraging this from the ‘gateways’ into Cumbria. E.g. Oxenholme & Penrith in 
terms of rail, J.36 & J.40 in terms of road.  



• This new project ‘See More’ will have a focus on international visitors, as statistics show international 
visitors to the UK outside of London are declining. 

• The ‘See More’ Project will focus on a number of key corridors, for the Derwent 7 the key corridor is 
the Keswick-Borrowdale Corridor.  

• The project is being undertaken based upon a ‘Corridor Planning’ methodology. This looks at how 
people currently arrive in an area (A66, A595) then look at opportunities along these routes for people 
to change from car travel to others (currently there is limited if any provision to park a vehicle near the 
A66 and continue an onward journey in a different method).  The project also acknowledges that 
these main transport routes are not just ‘tourist’ routes, but are also major industrial and business 
routes. 

• The aim is to transform corridors and how people get around them. The aim is to make any 
interventions as soon as possible e.g. encourage people to use Park & Ride from Penrith, make 
connections from trains at Penrith.  

• The Keswick-Borrowdale Corridor is a tightly defined corridor, with Keswick as the ‘gateway’ and then 
runs down the Borrowdale Valley on either side of the lake but does not extend into the Newlands 
Valley.  

• An audit has already been undertaken of the current facilitates/assets within this corridor e.g. bus 
stops, bus shelters, timetables, Keswick launch facilities, sign posts, bus services, cycling & walking 
routes etc. 

• ‘See More’ project is 1 year of REVENUE funding. The key focuses will be on service provision and 
marketing.  

• Discussions have already taken place with key public transport operators in the area e.g. Stagecoach, 
Alba Travel, Mountain Goat. Two ideas already approved an in place are that Stagecoach will operate 
extra services on the 77/77A route (Honister Rambler) during the day in the summer. Alba Travel will 
also be putting on a ‘North Lakes’ Coach tour which will connect with the rail services in Penrith. 

• One of the key messages of this project is anything that is put on during this 1 year of funding MUST 
be sustainable going forward. 

• Dave also informed the meeting that independent of this project Stagecoach has already agreed to 
put on two buses a day during the summer on the old 208 route (to Aira Force and back from 
Keswick), they will also be putting some open top buses on the 78 route. 

• ‘See More’ will also be looking at the use/encouraging the use of low emission vehicles in the form of 
‘twizzies’, these are very small, two person electric vehicles with a range of circa 60 miles depending 
on the terrain. The aim will be to locate a small fleet (circa 4) of these in the gateways of the corridors 
e.g. Keswick these would then be available to hire for visitors (circa £10 per hour on similar vehicles 
as part of the Go Lakes project). 

• Cycling- The project doesn’t have capital funding, so will be looking at marketing and encouraging of 
events e.g. Tour of Britain is confirmed as coming to Cumbria for two stages this year. The project is 
also looking at the marketing of the Cumbria Cycle Way, and a timetable of ‘Sky Ride’s which will take 
place in each corridor. These are short professionally guided routes.  

• Cumbria Tourism will be undertaking the marketing, and will be working with the large operators e.g. 
Stagecoach to consider liveried vehicles, Virgin to encourage connection with other methods of 
transport, but also further afield e.g Manchester Airport where international visitors arrive.  

• Stakeholder engagement has already commenced, and the Derwent 7 will be included in future 
stakeholder engagements around key issues/barriers/ideas for sustainable transport.  

• One of the key issues that was raised a recent event was the issue of the lake levels in Derwentwater 
meaning that the Keswick Launch Service couldn’t always be relied upon to stop at certain stops 
depending on the conditions. The project is aware of the long back history with regard to 
Derwentwater levels but may look at some possible options for mitigating the impacts of this on 
transport provision.  

• Another key issue was that in the Keswick-Borrowdale corridor other than the Railway Line there is 
very little family friends/easy cycling. The project may then look at upgrading some footpaths to 
Bridleway’s, in particular there is a strong message for the need for an off road accessible cycle route 
around Derwentwater. 

• It was noted by many members of the Derwent 7 that combined use cycle & footpaths cause conflict. 
Dave responded saying that during the Go Lakes Project, and nationally there is no evidence for 
increased conflict on shared routes. 

• Dave confirmed that one of the marketing messages along with the encouragement of alternative 
uses of transport is to educate users of these services e.g. a code of conduct has been produced and 
is about to be launched for everyone using multi use routes. 

• A suggestion was made on if a speed limit could be implied for any such combined use routes, whilst 
not enforceable it may encourage cycling users to moderate their speeds to make the risk of conflict 
between users less frequent. 

• Dave confirmed that some of the barriers identified to sustainable transport are; car parks being too 
expensive, lack of park & ride, better signage and signposting being required etc. 



• Further suggestions from the recent meeting was that wider signage is required not just in gateway 
centres, could consideration be given to encouraging people to visit Bassenthwaite which is currently 
very under visited. 

• Potential opportunities were identified as the upcoming United Utilities Pipeline project and a strong 
feeling from people that an off road/multi user cycle/footpath along its length would be a huge benefit 
to the area. Highways Agency are also currently considering an off road cycleway along the western 
side of Bassenthwaite lake (changing the grading of a footpath into a bridleway). 

• A key lesson that was learnt from Go Lakes was that more regular and better communication is 
required with communities and residents in the corridors.  

• Geoff confirmed that in his role as an LDNPA member he has seen both sides of the issue of multi 
use routes, some strongly objected to and other requested by local communities. It is an emotive 
subject that will need to be handled carefully.  

 
Action: Dave Robinson to include Becx on the distribution list for any future consultation etc. 
Action: Becx to disseminate information to the Derwent 7 as and when required. 
 
Geoff thanked Dave for attending.   
 

4. County & District Council Matters- Ian Hinde & Cllr Marion Fitzgerald.  
 

Footway Lighting Meeting  
 
A meeting regarding this took place on Friday 20th March, at which the proposal that had been agreed by the 
executive on the 11th March was modified. The proposal agreed at the 11th March meeting was that in future 
arrangements would be made for Town & Parish Councils to take on responsibility for energy and 
maintenance costs for street lights and Allerdale Borough Council would take on the responsibility for funding 
replacements. 
 
The new suggestion is that the amount paid by Town & Parish Councils should be capped, and limited to the 
same amount that ABC could raise by an increase in council tax. If the amount that the Parish or Town 
Council would be required to pay is more than ABC could have collected from the parish by increasing council 
tax then the Parish Council would be capped at this amount. This should reduce costs compared to the first 
proposal, and will reflect population density of parishes. This revised proposal is now being taken back to the 
executive for approval (this won’t now happen until after the election on the 7th May 2015). 
 
It is likely that this matter will be further discussed at the Allerdale 3 Tier CALC meeting on Thursday 26th 
March 2015 in Embleton Village Hall at 19:00 
 
A/BC Cllr Marion Fitzgerald confirmed that she had spoken to ABC about whether there GIS systems could 
provide information on local occupancy clauses and the response was yes in certain circumstances. 
 
Ian Hinde further confirmed that following the election some training would be organised for interested clerks 
and councillors on the GIS system. 

 
5. AGM 

 
Geoff informed those present that the next meeting will be the AGM, at which a chairman and honorary 
treasurer will need to be elected (chairman has to be a parish councillor, treasurer can be any representative 
from a parish). As all parish councillors are subject to election on the 7th May it was agreed that the clerk 
would contact all member councils after the 7th May to ask for their nominations. 
 
Action: Clerk to contact all councils after the 7th May to ask for their nominations 
 
Geoff confirmed to the meeting that he would NOT be standing for chair again. 
 
Resolved that the AGM date be set as Monday 29th June 2015. 
 
Action: Clerk to organise this meeting 
Action: Clerk to invite Caroline Watson to speak at the AGM as she wasn’t able to attend this meeting. 
 

6. Approval of previous minutes 
 
15/12/2014- Resolved all in favour of approval 
 

 Action: Clerk to upload these minutes to the Derwent 7 website.  
 



7. Update on action points from the previous minutes 
 

The clerk updated the meeting on the progress of the action points from the previous meeting.  
 
Unless otherwise mentioned below all actions were deemed to have been completed. 
 
Geoff confirmed he had spoken with Anne Hall from Coniston regarding their solution to bus service 
reductions, however there was a specific set of circumstances in this case that were non transferable to the 
Derwent 7 area. 
news.  
 

8. Consider potential projects/areas of work  
 

VE Day- 70 year anniversary on the 8th May 2015. Geoff informed the meeting that information was available 
if anyone wished to take forward the idea of a Derwent 7 beacon on Catbells/Latrigg. 
 
Ian Hinde- ‘Our Place Programme’ – This fund is about to open again for grant applications, Ian has sent 
some information through to Becx. 
 
Action; Clerk to circulate this to all Derwent 7 members. 
 

9. Sub Groups 
 

Transport- the last meeting was cancelled due to do specific issues being raised and whilst there are many 
larger issues that the group feel need addressed other than lobbying individuals (which has already been 
done on many of the issues) the limitation of the size and scale of the budget of the Derwent 7 needs to be 
recongised. Meetings will be organised as and when an issue/s demand it.  
 
Funding of transport for post 16’s in education- Ian Hinde thinks that this is not a case of lobbying the 
government on this issue as he thinks it was a decision taken by CCC in their 2014 budget cuts. 
 
Action: Clerk to email Ian regarding this issue and he will look into it. 
 
Housing- Becx is still working on some action points. 
 
Action: Geoff to discuss the issue of how S.106/Local occupancy planning conditions are legally 
applied to properties e.g. via easements/covenants etc with a meeting he is attending at the National 
Park.  
 
Geoff further updated the meeting that following a national change in legislation the LDNPA has voted to set 
the limit of 5 below which no contribution towards affordable housing can be required, between 5-10 a 
financial contribution can be required but no on site affordable housing can be required, for developments of 
more than 10 affordable housing of some form will have to be built on site. This doesn’t affect local occupancy 
clauses these can still be applied. The calculation done by the LDNPA is that this change in national policy 
and the subsequent adoption of the limit of 5 by the LDNPA reduces the number of affordable houses 
potentially available as a result of the land allocations process from 343 to 170.  

 
10. Feedback from Parish Councils on relevant issues. 

 
John Stephens confirmed that Bassenthwaite had written to their MP regarding the fact that it was unfair that 
holiday cottages paying business rates shouldn’t have to contribute to the precept. The response was that 
business rates are currently being reviewed. 

 
 

11. Date & Time of Next meeting. 
 
Monday 29th June 2015 at 19:00  
 
The meeting thanked Geoff for his hard work as chair over the past years.  

 
 
Action Owner 
Action: Clerk to complete the end of year accounts and the write to the Honorary 
Treasurer.  
 

Clerk  

Action: Clerk to forward a copy of the presentation slides to the Derwent 7 members. Clerk 



 
Action: Dave Robinson to include Becx on the distribution list for any future 
consultation etc. 
 

Dave Robinson 

Action: Becx to disseminate information to the Derwent 7 as and when required. 
 

Clerk 

Action: Clerk to contact all councils after the 7th May to ask for their nominations 
 

Clerk 

Action: Clerk to organise this meeting (AGM) 
 

Clerk  

Action: Clerk to invite Caroline Watson to speak at the AGM as she wasn’t able to 
attend this meeting. 
 

Clerk  

Action: Clerk to upload these minutes to the Derwent 7 website (December 2014)  Clerk  
Action; Clerk to circulate this to all Derwent 7 members. (Funding information from Ian 
Hinde) 
 

Clerk  

Action: Clerk to email Ian regarding this issue and he will look into it. (Over 16’s 
Transport costs) 
 

Clerk  

Action: Geoff to discuss the issue of how S.106/Local occupancy planning conditions 
are legally applied to properties e.g. via easements/covenants etc with a meeting he is 
attending at the National Park.  
 

Geoff  

Action: Clerk to forward a digitised version of the Keswick Carers Forum File to all 
councils (if necessary via web link due to file size)  
 

Clerk  

 


