
Notes of the Derwent 7 meeting held on 22nd September 2014 
 
Present: Geoff Davies (In the Chair) 
  Bob Kemp- Above Derwent Parish Council 
  Catherine Johnson- LDNPA 
  Chris Tomlin-LDNPA 
  Margaret Throp- Above Derwent Parish Council 
  Pauline Soulsby-Above Derwent Parish Council 
  Ian Hinde-Key Partnership Officer Allerdale Borough Council 
  Micheal Heaslip- Allerdale Borough Council 
  Sally Bickerdyke- St Johns, Castlerigg & Wythburn Parish Council 
  Ron Munby – Allerdale Borough Council 
  Lorainne Taylor- Keswick Town Council 
  Susan Leighton- Keswick Town Council 
  John Bennett- Borrowdale Parish Council 
  Richard Keeley- Above Derwent Parish Council 
  Carolyn Cripps- Threlkeld Parish Council  
  Becx Carter- Derwent 7 Administrator  
   
 

1. Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from Jackie Knights (Above Derwent Parish Clerk), John Stephens (Bassenthwaite 
Parish Council), Marion Fitzgerald (Allerdale Borough Council), Stephen Throp (Honorary Treasurer), Andrew 
Lysser (Cumbria County Council)  
 

2. Welcome and Introductions 
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and those present introduced themselves. 

 
3. Presentation from Catherine Johnson & Chris Tomlin of the Lake District National Park Authority on Valley 

Planning 
 
Chris Tomlin gave an update on the restructuring that is currently taking place at the LDNPA and their new 
Distinctive Area working approach.  The LDNPA is currently restructuring due to budget cuts, but also to 
enable them to look at Distinctive Area working. Following consultation with communities the LDNPA have 
divided the Park into five Distinctive Areas. The entire teams will be structured under these localities. Eg .Park 
Management Rangers, planners, spatial planners and policy teams. The new structure will go live on the 6th 
October. All parishes will be contacted in due course with details of their area’s contacts (Cath Johnson is 
replacing Pete Barron as Area Ranger for the Northern area.  
 
The role that Cath is taking over will be more community focused.  
 
Chris confirmed that he was the manager for the northern areas of the Park. 
 
Action: Chris Tomlin to provide an electronic copy of the Distinctive Areas map to BC for distribution. 
 
Valley Planning 
 
One of the advantages of valley planning is that it sets out what people want to see happen in their areas in 
the future. It is a geographical approach to planning. By involving local people, businesses and communities it 
establishes what people want to change and what people want to maintain and how areas can be improved. 
Valley Planning has been initiated by the LDNP Partnership which is representative of 25 partners (including 
farming, community, and voluntary sector).  
 
This body has a Partnership Plan which is the management plan for the LDNP. This has been developed by 
the Partnership and has been developed on a consensus approach, looking at how to manage an area and 
not duplicating work. They view valley planning as a way of drilling down from the large overarching plan to 
focusing the work on a local scale looking at communities and what they see as priority in their area, and then 
to “ground truth” those ideas. 
 
This approach is based on a successful pilot that has taken place in the Ullswater Valley. One of the key 
advantages that was identified by this pilot was the ability as part of the whole valley planning process to get a 
selection of representatives from different sectors around a table to discuss issues e.g. transport, land 
management etc. Communities would be part of these discussions and would be able to influence a decision 
being made.  



 
The Valley Planning approach also looks to interpret the LDNP Partnership vision for the park in 2030 can be 
interpreted down to a valley level.  
 
The LDNP Partnership has also been working towards securing World Heritage Site Status (WHS), part of this 
bid is recognising that the LDNP has very distinctive communities and areas that differ in terms of their 
heritage, landscape, traditions, and communities. In order to manage the Park for the World Heritage Site 
Status they needed to show they were engaging with communities and taking local views in to consideration.  
 
The LDNP has been sub-divided into 13 valleys. It is a notional split based on the Wordsworth guide to the 
lakes. The one that covers the majority of the Derwent 7 is the Borrowdale & Bassenthwaite valley plan area. 
This approach to planning has been approved by the UK Government as a way of managing for WHS status. 
 
The suggested areas are not set in stone, they are guidance boundaries and it is up to the communities to 
work out how to manage the valley planning within this area. The aim of this meeting is to introduce the 
approach of valley planning for managing and delivering the Vision on a local scale, with a view to working 
with all the different parishes involved on how to approach valley planning in Borrowdale & Bassenthwaite. 
 
The Ullswater Plan now has 4 community led groups and a steering group managing it, these are self-
managing groups and they are working to deliver the action plan. The four sub groups are focusing on 
prosperous economy (considering issues such as visitor giving, social media training for local businesses), 
vibrant communities (affordable housing, and community provision on keeping youth in the area), managing 
the environment (water management e.g. working with the National Trust & EA on water related issues, 
invasive species, protected species, and also access issues), and movement around the lake. The advantage 
to this is that it looks on a valley level at common issues and the opportunities and challenges of them. The 
group approach adds strength to resolution of these issues. 
 
The valley planning approach also looks at reviewing existing evidence, and working with others that are 
already delivering in the area e.g. Environment Agency and catchment planning, the aim is to do all the 
consultation as one in order to prevent consultation fatigue. 
 
Next Steps- The LDNPA hope to start the valley planning process in Borrowdale & Bassenthwaite in 2015. 
Once Cath starts her new role she will start attending parish council meetings and understanding the area, the 
cultural heritage and traditions, and enable her to identify the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and 
threats to the area, and also to gauge the perceptions of the current LDNPA management of the area. This 
will enable her to consider how to move forward with valley planning in the area, recognising the separate 
identity of areas.  
 
The plan that will cover Castlerigg, St Johns & Wythburn is likely to commence in 2016, and Buttermere in 
2018. 
 
This meeting is the first of a number of meetings that will be held about this subject.  
 
It was stressed that at this stage the Bassenthwaite & Borrowdale Valle Plan is just a working title, and it is 
understood that this doesn’t accurately describe the area covered by the plan e.g. parts of Threlkeld etc. 
 
The floor was opened for questions: 
 
Q: What is the Lake District National Park Partnership? A: The Partnership was set up to provide a more 
representative body working on LDNP plans etc, it includes at the moment 25 representatives from different 
organisations including NFU, National Trust, Friends of the Lake District, University of Cumbria, United 
Utilities, Forecstry Commission, Cumbria Tourism, Natural England, Environment Agency, CALC, Action with 
Communities in Cumbria, etc. Everyone is signed up to the plan and it is recognised as a management plan 
for the Park within these organisations.  
 
Q: How will this plan fit with the others e.g. the LEP, major infrastructure projects? A: Valley Planning will be 
delivering separate things to the LEP, and Community Led Local Development, however there maybe some 
overlap on some issues. This plan is aimed specifically at on a valley level how the Lake District National Park 
Management Plan will be delivered.  
 
Q: How will this plan fit with other projects in the area e.g. the Thirlmere Water Pipeline project, West Coast 
Developments etc, thinks that it will be important to have group meetings between all parties so that the best 
can be made out of all opportunities. A: CT confirmed that they UU are partners to the management plan and 
see it as a good opportunity to get down to local level consultation.  
 



Q: What happens when the valley planning approach gets down to a grass routes level and what the 
communities want don’t fit with the LDNPA overarching vision? A: There will be a framework for discussion, 
but it would depend on the issue and the strength of local feeling. The overarching management plan for the 
Lake District National Park is a dynamic document that isn’t set in stone, and is continually reviewed. If there 
was a sufficient strength of feeling then they would have to listen to community thoughts.  Community 
thoughts could also influence projects/directions of management. A key part of the Partnership Plan is to 
understand community thoughts.  
 
Q: A lot of what has been discussed here has been going on in one form or another for many years, is this not 
just creating another level of bureaucracy, and how will it work when decisions actually need to be made on 
how to address issues. E.g. ABC, CCC, LDNPA? A: A valley plan would be presented to the relevant District 
or County Council, and they would have been part of the process and therefore would hopefully be signed up  
to delivery of the plan. The aim is to balance the partners and the community need/want and filter the 
resources to the appropriate places. The LDNPA have found that this approach has proved more successful 
in Ullswater than parish plans.  Having said this the statutory functions will remain and delivery of these will 
remain with the relevant authority.  
 
Q: There have been partnership projects before e.g. the round Thirlmere Cycle way between Highways, UU & 
the LDNPA but this hasn’t been maintained and the tracks are now very overgrown. A: Thirlmere is an 
ongoing project, they are still waiting for the issue of the underpasses to be solved, once these are solved 
then the aim is to have a small café on the route, which would generate profits to cover maintenance.  Issues 
such as on-going maintenance could also be considered via some form of visitor giving e.g. in Ullswater an 
amount from every ferry trip is given for footpath maintenance on the footpaths served by the ferry 
connections this raises about 5k per year.  
 
Q; How would this proposal fit with the Whole Valley Planning Group in Borrowdale? A: The whole valley plan 
for Borrowdale began as a gravel management plan based on hydrology and geomorphology studies, it was 
then suggested that the remit of the group be widened. It is likely that the findings of this group could be fed in 
to the valley planning as additional evidence. 
 
The Chairman thanked Catherine & Chris for attending 
 

4. County & District Council Matters- MIcheal Heaslip & Ian Hinde 
 

Keswick Profile.  
The draft Keswick Profile was circulated to all in advance of the meeting and copies were provided at the 
meeting.  
 
Cllr Michael Heaslip informed the meeting that this is part of the documents in a three-tier community planning 
process between CCC, ABC & Parish Councils. The circulated documents are supposed to be looking at 
issues from the perspective of the citizen and the issues they think are key. ABC is split up into 7 areas (these 
areas are based around the key service centres) e.g. this group, which is Keswick and its hinterland. 
(However this area doesn’t include Threlkeld as it is in Eden, however ABC recognise its relationship with 
Keswick and are happy to work with Threlkeld as part of the wider Keswick area).  
 
The 1st step in the process was to identify the profile of the area, Action with Communities in Cumbria were 
commissioned to do this, the methodology was the same as used for parish profiles. This is the document that 
was circulated to all prior to the meeting and looks at the facts and figures for the area. The initial objective is 
to get feedback on if the community think these figures ring true, and are there are any key areas missing?  
Down the line they will then look at identifying community assets. With a final stage of coming up with an 
action plan to address issues identified.  
 
ABC are looking to work with the Derwent 7 rather than set up another group.  
 
In other areas they have held workshop style meetings to consider the figures in the Profile and then 
compared it to the site allocations but as this area has LDNPA as its planning authority things are more 
complex.  
 
Comments on the profile: 
-Holiday homes in the area are a significant issues 
-Issue of young people being unable to be retained in the area due to lack of affordable housing/comparably 
paid jobs. Not sure this is accurately reflected in this profile.  Cllr Heaslip recognised this, and this needs to be 
quantified. A start has been made on trying to obtain data on travel to work patterns. 
-The figures on the overcrowded housing were surprising. Does this include people staying in B & B’s? –Cllr  
Heaslip & Ian Hinde confirmed guests were not included in the census.  
-Ron Munby suggested consulting the Cumbria Observatory for additional figures 



-This document doesn’t seem to accurately respond to the identified issue of a growing over 65 population. 
E.g. long term care, health provision, hospital beds these areas need to be more focused. Also the issue of 
affordable housing/appropriate housing for older people 
-Are Age Uk represented on the LDNP Partnership? If not should them be contacted? 
-How have the education figures been complied, and the occupation splits.? Also looking to get figures 
together on what industries people work on. 
 
Resolved that this matter would remain on the agenda going forward and there maybe workshop style events 
in future to look at this issue. 
 
Action: BC to send a copy of the Keswick Town Council business plan to Ian Hinde.  
Action: All to send suggestions for meaningful additions to this document at the next Derwent 7 
meeting.  
 
ABC Meeting at Allerdale House on 12th September. 
 
Pauline Soulsby gave an update on this meeting, it was called by Cllr Marion Fitzgerald prompted by concerns 
expressed by Bassenthwaite Parish Council , who feel that a lot of the precept that should come back to them 
doesn’t. It was an opportunity for ABC to provide information on the process. 
 
The centre of the concern was the number of holiday homes/second homes in the parishes.   Do ABC have 
the same concerns as those parishes? In general this doesn’t seem to be an issue outside of the Park 
boundary (with the exception of some small pockets). Second homes within ABC are subject to a council tax 
discount of 5%.  
 
This could be reduced to 0% as in other areas e.g. Copeland. 
 
Cllr Heaslip noted that ABC could reduce this discount but they believe that 5% is the lowest they can take it 
and still have people register for it. People registering for this discount is the only way that ABC can identify 
second homes. So for the discount to be removed/reduced another way of collecting the data would need to 
be found 
 
Holiday lets- if they are available for 140 days or more they are subject to business rates, however if a small 
business has a rateable value of less than 6k they don’t have to pay at all. (Can obtain a list of business rate 
categories and addresses from the internet). Therefore it is likely in the majority of Derwent 7 parishes that 
holiday lets won’t be paying any business rates.  
 
Q: How do you establish who is paying for refuse collection on a commercial  basis and who is using domestic 
services? A; Possibly to do with the colour of the bin lid, but this doesn’t seem to be the same across all 
parishes e.g. some commercial properties in Borrowdale have orange lids, and some have green ones. 
 
Action: Cllr Heaslip to provide rationale for waste collection and commercial/domestic service 
identifications. 
 
The meeting also discussed the issue of empty homes and how to get them back into usage. Keswick 
Community Housing Trust have had a meeting with Graeme Wilson regarding funding for bringing empty 
properties back into usage. 
 
Action: Lorraine Taylor to circulate notes from this meeting to BC for circulation to all.  

  
GD informed the meeting that the LDNP Partnership  are considering the idea of whether it is possible to 
persuade the Government to change regulations to require planning consent for change of use from domestic 
dwelling to a holiday let. The lead on this is being taken by SLDC. GD to keep the Derwent 7 up to date on 
this. 
 
Ian Hinde confirmed that ABC would be willing to hold a workshop/meeting for clerks and councillors on how 
the precept works and the process etc. 
 
Resolved those in attendance felt this would be very useful. 
 
The meeting thanked Ian Hinde & Cllr Heaslip for attending. 

 
5. Approval of previous minutes 

 
16/6/4- Resolved all in favour of approval 
 



Action: Clerk to check that LDNPA is used correctly throughout the document.  
 
3/3/14 –The approval of these minutes was missed from the emergency meeting on the 24th March. Resolved 
all in favour of approval. 
 
Action: Clerk to ensure that the name of St Johns, Castlerigg & Wythburn is used correctly in this 
document. 
 
3/12/13- Approval of the revised set of minutes showing the payment of a cheque. That was formally 
approved at the meeting but was omitted from the minutes in error. Resolved all in favour of approval. 
 
Action: Clerk to upload copies of the above to the website.  

 
6. Update on action points from the previous minutes 

 
The clerk updated the meeting on the progress of the action points from the previous meeting.  
 
All were deemed to have been completed. 
 
Resolved that in future the clerk to include a table of actions at the end of the minutes for easy identification 
of actions. 
 
Action: Clerk to action the above. 
 
Cllr Heaslip notified the meeting that an invitation from David Bryden would be arriving in the coming days to 
invite a Derwent 7 representative to a working group regarding street lighting.  

 
7. Finance 

a) Signing of the relevant accounts for payment 
 

One item was before the meeting for signing £25 for room hire at the Quaker Meeting House for this meeting. 
 
The invoice was circulated around the room and resolved that all were in favour of the cheque being signed 
by BC & LW. 
 
Action: Clerk to action the above. 
 
b) Approval of balance of the bank account. 
 
This was noted as £1,968.38 and the bank statement was circulated to all present as evidence. 
 
c) Bank Mandate- Ongoing as Mr Throp hasn’t been ID’d at the bank yet. 

 
Action: Clerk to liaise with Mr Throp on completion of this task. 
 

8. Consider potential projects/areas of work  

Community Speedwatch – So far there have not been sufficient volunteers to consider a reciprocal 
arrangement between Keswick & Above Derwent for this role. 

Action: Clerk to agenda this matter for the next meeting to discuss sourcing funding for paid speed 
watch personnel, or a Speed Indicating Device (SID) to be shared between parishes.  

Dredging of water courses- SB raised this issue but as MPs can only respond to individual addresses within 
their constituencies, they treat a letter from the Co-ordinator of the Derwent 7 just as a letter from one 
individual.   It was agreed that this be up to individual parishes to take forward. 

 Action: SB to send a draft letter to BC for circulation to all on this matter. 
 

9. Sub Groups 
 

Transport- Minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated to all- Noted that the proposal to increase the 
speed limit on the B5289 (Borrowdale) and the road through St Johns in the Vale had been scrapped. 
 
Housing- Clerk updated the meeting that an initial spread sheet had been received from the LDNPA listing 
properties subject to S.106 agreements. 



 
Action: Group of clerks to continue working on this matter and report back at the next meeting.  

 
10. Feedback from Parish Councils on relevant issues. 

 
None raised. 
 

11. Date & Time of Next meeting. 
 
Monday 15th December at 19:00 in the Keswick area. 
 
Meeting closed at 21:03 

 
 
Action Owner 

Action: Chris Tomlin to provide an electronic copy of the Distinctive Areas 
map to BC for distribution. 

 

Chris Tomlin- LDNPA 

Action: BC to send a copy of the Keswick Town Council business plan to Ian 
Hinde.  

 

Becx Carter- Derwent 
7 Administrator  

Action: All to send suggestions for meaningful additions to this document at 
the next Derwent 7 meeting.  
 

All  

Action: Cllr Heaslip to provide rationale for waste collection and 
commercial/domestic service identifications. 
 

Cllr Heaslip- ABC 

Action: Lorraine Taylor to circulate notes from this meeting to BC for 
circulation to all.  
 

Lorraine Taylor- 
Keswick Town 
Council  

Action: Clerk to check that LDNPA is used correctly throughout the document. Becx Carter- Derwent 
7 Administrator  

Action: Clerk to ensure that the name of St Johns, Castlerigg & Wythburn is 
used correctly in this document. 
 

Becx Carter- Derwent 
7 Administrator  

Action: Clerk to upload copies of the above to the website (Approved minutes) Becx Carter- Derwent 
7 Administrator  

Action: Clerk to action the above (Include table of actions on minutes) 
 

Becx Carter- Derwent 
7 Administrator 

Action: Clerk to action the above. (Payment of Quaker Meeting House Invoice) 
 

Becx Carter- Derwent 
7 Administrator  

Action: Clerk to liaise with Mr Throp on completion of this task. (Mandate 
Change Form) 
 

Becx Carter- Derwent 
7 Administrator & Mr 
Throp 

   Action: Clerk to agenda this matter for the next meeting to discuss sourcing funding 
for paid speed watch personnel, or a Speed Indicating Device (SID) to be shared 
between parishes.  

 

Becx Carter- Derwent 
7 Administrator 

Action: SB to send a draft letter to BC for circulation to all on this matter. 
Sally Bickerdyke & 
Becx Carter 

Action: Group of clerks to continue working on this matter and report back at 
the next meeting.  

 

Becx Carter, Jackie 
Knights, Sally 
Bickerdyke 

 


